
Train the Operators to Prevent Pollution from Point Sources ("TOPPS")- disclaimer 

1. General 

Making use of the TOPPS website states your agreement to its terms of use. If you do not agree with these terms of use, 
please do not use the TOPPS website. ECPA reserves the right to change, modify, add, or remove portions of these 
terms of use at any time. Please check this page periodically for any modifications. Using the TOPPS website after 
changes will be interpreted as your acceptance of these changes. 

2. Ownership 

The content and the lay-out of the public area of the TOPPS website is the property of ECPA, its affiliated companies or 
licensors and is protected by international copyright, patent, and trademark laws. Photographs and illustrations are 
copyrighted by their respective owners, as noted in the credits. 

You may display, print or download content on the public area of the TOPPS website only for your personal, non-
commercial use, provided you do not remove or alter any copyright, trademark, service mark or other proprietary notices 
or legends. You may not publish, distribute, retransmit, sell or provide access to the content on the TOPPS website, 
except as permitted under applicable law and as described in these terms of use. 

You may not engage in systematic retrieval of content from the TOPPS website to create or compile, directly or 
indirectly, a collection, compilation, database, or directory without written permission from ECPA.  

3. Disclaimer of warranties 

The services and all information, products, and other content included in or accessible from the TOPPS website are 
provided "as is" and without warranties of any kind (express or implied), which ECPA expressly disclaims to the fullest 
extent permitted by law. 

4. Limitation of liability 

In no event shall ECPA, its directors, officers, shareholders, parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, agents and licensors, or 
content providers be liable for any indirect damages arising out of or related to the use, inability to use, performance or 
non-performance of the TOPPS website. 

The TOPPS website contains an online open-content collaborative expert platform, that is, a voluntary association of 
individuals and groups who are developing a common resource of human knowledge. The structure of the Expert 
Section allows anyone subscribing to it, to alter its content. The content has not necessarily been reviewed by 
professionals with the expertise required to provide you with complete, accurate or reliable information. 

ECPA & TOPPS partners cannot guarantee the validity of the information. The content of any given article may recently 
have been changed, vandalized or altered by someone whose opinion does not correspond with the state of knowledge 
in the relevant fields. 

5. Indemnification 

To the fullest extent permitted by law, you agree to indemnify and hold ECPA & TOPPS partners, its directors, officers, 
shareholders, parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, agents, and licensors harmless from and against all losses, expenses, 
damages, and costs, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, arising out of the use or unauthorized copying of the TOPPS 
website or its content, the violation of these terms of use or any applicable laws or regulations. 

6. Expert Section 

The Expert Section is an open platform. 

If you are a subscriber to the Expert Section, your right to use the Expert Section is personal to you. If you are 
authorised by a subscriber (such as your employer) to access and use the Expert Section, your right to use the Expert 
Section is not transferable.  

You are responsible for all use of your account under any user ID and for ensuring that all use of your account complies 
fully with the provisions of these terms of use. 



For all terms and purposes, you will be considered the 'author' of your postings. When you are posting articles of third 
parties, it will be your sole responsibility to comply with intellectual property rights. Should ECPA be addressed by third 
parties in relation to infringement of intellectual property rights (such as copyright and trademarks), based on elements 
posted/uploaded on the Expert Section by you, you will indemnify ECPA & the TOPPS partners and hold it harmless 
against any such claim.  

None of the authors, contributors, sponsors, administrators or anyone else connected with TOPPS in any way 
whatsoever can be responsible for the appearance of any inaccurate or libellous information or for your use of the 
information contained in or linked from these web pages. The information provided here is being provided freely, and no 
kind of agreement or contract is created between you and the owners or users of this site, the owners of the servers 
upon which it is housed, the individual TOPPS contributors, any project administrators or anyone else who is in any way 
connected with this project or sister projects subject to your claims against them directly. Neither is anyone at TOPPS 
responsible should someone change, edit, modify or remove any information that you may post on TOPPS or any of its 
associated projects. 

Either party (ECPA/Expert Section subscriber) shall have the right to terminate your subscription at any time by providing 
notice of termination to the other. In the event of termination of your subscription by either party, you shall have no 
claims against ECPA & TOPPS partners or its affiliates. Termination of your subscriptions automatically terminates your 
license to use the Expert Section and any content or other material contained therein.  

7. Privacy 

Please note that the practices of ECPA & the TOPPS partners, its affiliates, and agents, with respect to data collected 
and used by ECPA & the TOPPS partners in connection with this TOPPS website, are governed by this online privacy 
policy ("Privacy Policy") as amended from time to time, and not the privacy policy in effect at the time the data was 
collected. Please regularly review our Privacy Policy. If you have objections to the Privacy Policy, you should 
immediately discontinue use of the TOPPS website and follow the procedure described in the section entitled "Updating 
your personal information and privacy preferences".  

7.1 Collection of personal information 

As a visitor to this TOPPS website, you can engage in many activities without providing any personal information. If you 
only read the TOPPS websites, no more information is collected than is typically collected in server logs by web sites in 
general. In connection with other activities, such as entering and using the Expert Section, ECPA & the TOPPS partners 
will ask you to provide certain information about yourself by filling out and submitting a form. It is optional for you to 
engage in these activities. If you elect to engage in these activities, however, you will be asked to provide personal 
information, such as your first and last name, mailing address, country of residence, e-mail address, employer, job title 
and department, telephone and facsimile numbers, and other personal information (such as linguistic capabilities and 
expertise). Some of the information that we ask you to provide is identified as mandatory and some as voluntary. If you 
do not provide the mandatory data, you will not be able to enter the Expert Section. Similarly, if you wish to delete your 
information (pursuant to the mechanism set forth in "Contact Us") that is mandatory, you will no longer be able to enter 
the Expert Section. 

When you use the TOPPS website, ECPA may also collect certain information about your computer. For example, we 
may log environmental variables, such as browser type, operating system, CPU speed, referring or exit webpages, and 
the Internet Protocol (IP) address of your computer. We do not match such information with any other information unless 
we have your consent. 

By using this TOPPS website, you expressly agree and acknowledge that personal information collected through the 
TOPPS website may be transferred across national boundaries and stored and processed in other countries around the 
world, including the United States. You also acknowledge that in certain countries or with respect to certain activities, the 
collection, transfer, storage, and processing of your information may be undertaken by trusted third parties. Such third 
parties are bound by contract with ECPA not to use your personal information for their own purposes or provide it to any 
third parties. 

ECPA & the TOPPS partners have established relationships with various service providers whose services are available 
to you from the TOPPS website or from websites that are linked to the TOPPS website. Unless expressly provided to the 
contrary, personal information that you provide while you are visiting a provider's website will be subject to the privacy 
policy posted on that site, and personal information that you provide while on the TOPPS website will be subject to this 
Privacy Policy. 

7.2 Use of personal information 

ECPA collects your information in order to record, support and facilitate your participation in the activities you select. If 
you subscribe to or register for the Expert Section, the information is used to identify you as a posting party as you have 
requested. 



We also use your personal information to communicate with you.  

7.3 Protection of your personal information 

Simply visiting the website does not expose your identity publicly.  

Any information you post on the Expert Section, is available to all persons accessing that location, and some of your 
personal information will appear, identifying you as the posting party. The information you share, including your personal 
data (email address), would then be available to all persons accessing these venues, and such information may be read, 
collected or used by others for any purpose, including sending you unsolicited messages. ECPA & the TOPS partners 
are not responsible for any information you elect to submit in these venues or the use of such information. 

We may access and/or disclose your personal information if we believe such action is necessary to: (a) comply with the 
law or legal process served on ECPA &the TOPPS partners; (b) protect and defend the rights or property of ECPA & the 
TOPPS partners (including the enforcement of our agreements); or (c) act in urgent circumstances to protect the 
personal safety of users of the TOPPS website or members of the public. Where the user has been vandalising articles 
or persistently behaving in a disruptive way, data may be released to assist in the targeting of IP blocks, or to assist in 
the formulation of a complaint to relevant Internet Service Providers 

7.4 TOPPS Expert Section  

On the TOPPS Expert Section, you will find an address database on experts and organisations, who have subscribed to 
this section. In addition, data can be posted on this section and experts can chat on selected topics. When you are 
posting information on the Expert Section, you shall be considered a publisher. All posted materials, including but not 
limited to records of chat sessions and articles posted by you, will be retained indefinitely.  

7.5 Contact us 

You will have the ability to edit, rectify or delete your personal information by contacting us as follows:  

- for Registered Experts: visit the website www.topps-life.org; login as an expert; Change the data in the "my TOPPS" 
section accordingly 

- for website subscribers: use the e-mail address displayed in the contact section if you are a member of the TOPPS 
expert community 

In the same manner, you can raise a complaint as to how your personal data is being used. 

8. Governing law 

These terms of use are governed by the laws of Belgium. 

  

  

  

 


